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A Planning Grant, Funded under Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Act, 
was awarded to Deer School in Newton County, Arkansas, for the purpose of making 
a study to determine the specific methods and know-how needed to establish a 
community school library in a rural area to operate as a materials center, study 
laboratory, and a reading center. This library was set up as a demonstration center 
for small, rural schools throughout the nation. Included in the surveys conducted 
were; Cl) an inventory of present instructional materials in Deer School Library and in 
4 school districts in the county; (2) an investigation to determine what would be an 
adequate collection of instructional materials to meet needs of Deer School’s 
educational programs; (3) an evaluation of Deer School Library’s present library 
services, and (4) a comparative table of course offerings in the county’s high schools, 
grades 7-12. Among the conclusions- drawn from first-hand investigations and 
observations of other schools throughout the U. S. were (1) not all schools visited 
were providing exemplary library service; (2) the personality of the librarian and staff 
appeared to be more important than the materials available, and (3) libraries were 
over-crowded, and, in most instances, additional space was being planned. The 
concept of a Saturated School Library was found to be one which provided guidance 
to a multi-media program of instruction which pervades all activities within the 
educational program. The services and materials of the Model Saturated School 
Library are discussed. (CM) 
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Introduction 



On April 20, 1966, an application lor a Planning Grant under Public 
Law 89-10, Title III was approved for Deer School in Newton County, Arkansas, 
for a Model Saturated School library. The Planning Grant was approved for 
the purpose of making a study to determine the specific methods and “know- 
how” needed to establish a community school library in a rural area to 
operate as a materials center, study laboratory, and a reading center. 

OE No. 66-1020 was assigned the project by the U. S. Office of Education. 

The grant awarded for this project was $29,SW* Pre-planning prior to 
the grant award was performed by the Newton County Educational Advisory 
Committee consisting of a representative from each of 17 agencies or 
organizations in the county which had an interest in educational and cultural 
development. 

When the Planning Grant was approved, the Applicant Agency, Deer School, 
designated a 7 member library Study Committee to carry on the Study. Each 
school in the county was represented on this committee, and the composition 
of the committee was as follows: 

1 Project Director, Professional LibrarLan 
1 — Professional Library Consultant 
1 — Public School LibrarLan 
1 — Classroom teacher 

1 — School Administrator 

2 — Parents who were community leaders 



The enrollment of Deer School is 1*U+, grades 1-12* The annual 
per capita income for Newton County, Arkansas, based on I960 U. S. census 
data is $3 k9* Ninety per cent of the revenue received fcy the school comes 
from State and Federal sources; the assessed evaluation is $409,26^,00 
which produces only $16,189.00 yearly in local revenue. Ninety per cent of 
the 286 square mile district is located in the Ozark National Forest. 

One of the first activities of the Study Committee was to contact the 
various State Librarians in the United States. Out of 1+7 contacted, response 
indicated that few states had model libraries situated in rural communities 
with $00 or less school enrollment. The Committee was unable to locate 
any exen$>lary demonstration school library in Arkansas. This is not to 
say that Arkansas has no good school libraries, but rather that few today 
meet minimum American library Association Standards established in I960 
(even though these standards are now out of date)# 

Out of 1|12 school districts in Arkansas, 199 or b$*$% have an 
enrollment of $00 or less. It seemed most logical to the Committee that 
the operation of a Saturated School Library offering quality library 
services, tailored to a specific school situation would be of great benefit 
in the up-grading of school libraries in the State of Arkansas, and one 
might reasonably expect that many small schools in the nation would find 
such a demonstration center most advantageous, especially if such a library 
were located in a lower middle class rural area. 

The principle set forth by the Knapp School libraries Project “that a 
strong control library serving as an instructional materials center is the 
keystone of quality education in each school, regardless of size or organization 
of the school” was the premise from which the Planning Grant was carried out# 
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The following surveys were conducted under the Planning Grant i 

(1) Inventory of present instructional materials on hand in Deer School 
library and in other U school districts in the county# 

(2) Investigation to determine what would be an adequate collection of 
instructional materials to meet needs of Applicant Agency f s educational 

program# 

(3) An evaluation of present library services performed by Deer School 
library (grades 1-12 )• 

(U) Comparative table of course offerings in high schools, grades 7-12, 
in all school districts in the county* 

(£) In order to determine what constitutes good library service and the 

materials necessary to provide these services, first-hand investigations 
and observations in other schools in the U# S# were made. libraries 
visited were; 

(a) Knapp Elementary School Project, Oasis School, Austin, Texas, 

3-day workshop in addition to visit to school. 

(b) Mercer, Project Discovery School, Cleveland, Ohio# 

(c) Addison Junior High School, Cleveland, Ohio, (Hough area). 

« 

(d) Charles Dickens Elementary School, Cleveland, Ohio, suburb. 

(e) Chicago area: 

Deerfield High School library and school plant. 

Highland Park High School library and team teaching demonstration# 
Evanston High School library. 

New Trier East High School library. 

New Trier West High School library. 

Oak Park and River Forest High School, Knapp library Project. 



(f) Garrett County, Maryland, Schools. 

(g) Brooklyn Heights Branch library, Brooklyn, New York. 

(h) Cleveland Public library, Cleveland, Ohio. 

After each visitation, committee meetings were held and findings 
evaluated as to how certain materials and services could be adapted to fit 
local school situations in Newton County. At various times throughout the 
Planning Grant, special consultants were employed to give further advice, 
information, and direction to the activities of the library Study Committee. 
Mans'* consultantions were held with North Arkansas Regional librarian. State 
library Commission personnel, Arkansas State Department of Education officials 
and with the Head of the Department of library Science at the University of 
Arkansas. 

It should be noted that several of the areas visited (except for Addison 
and Charles Dickens School in Cleveland and Garrett County, Maryland) 
were in the upper-middle-class or upper-class neighborhoods with most of 
the adults in the communities being professional persons with yearly incomes 
averaging $15,000. In the Chicago area each school visited had an enrollment 
of 2,000 or over with from 85 to of the high school graduates going on to 
college* New Trier West school plant alone cost in the neighborhood of 
eight mLlHon dollars. It is a foregone conclusion that most of the 
schools in Arkansas could not hope to meet this kind of economic background, 
certainly not Newton County with its low per capita income. These schools 
were chosen for a number of reasons s A search to locate an exemplary 
school library in an area similar to Newton County was unsuccessful! schools 
visited had programs in operation this summer! the total school educational 
programs were outstanding! the contents of the Hbrarf.es were sure to 
meet or surpass ALA standards! they were geared to accept visits from 



